SITE NOTICE

Planning and Development Acts 2000, as amended
NOTICE OF DIRECT PLANNING APPLICATION TO AN BORD PLEANALA
IN RESPECT OF A STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
County Offaly

In accordance with Section 37E of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, the Electricity Supply Board (ESB) gives notice of its
intention to make an application for permission to An Bord Pleanala in relation to proposed development at the existing electricity generating
station — known as West Offaly Power (WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode N37 C840; and
at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly.

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187
/ An Bord Pleanédla Ref. PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains a number of structures
and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m. These include: a c. 20,165 sg.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam
turbine, electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and administration buildings, cooling water system,
minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical plant
including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site
access ways, yards, areas of hardstanding and site fencing. WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which the ash from the WOP
Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells. The ADF site is accessed by a
dedicated access road. Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP Station and ADF sites are required to
cease on, or before, the 315 December 2020.

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP
Station from being fuelled by peat, to biomass. The development will consist of:

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of
31%t December 2020, including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary treatments and access ways on
the existing sites - comprising structures with a combined gross floor area of ¢.27,073 sg.m. and other existing development on the 35.5
Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sg.m. of buildings, a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a ¢.1,491 sqg.m. leachate
lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 sg.m. in area)
located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site;

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on renewable biomass — the term ‘biomass’ describing a
range of non-waste materials such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues from energy crops
and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets. It is anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by
that date) WOP Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, with an associated reduction in
carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass;

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to facilitate the change in fuel type — including the
development of two biomass storage slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sg.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m high
respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity,
maximum height 14.7m); and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas — including new internal fencing
and access gates, and associated development works within the WOP Station site;

iv.  the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of ¢. 173,130 sg.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF,
to facilitate the disposal of an additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary development on that
site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sg.m, storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary
treatment.

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and
Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura Impact
Statement (NIS).

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE)
Licence [Ref. P0611-02]. The proposed development will require a review of that IE licence.

The planning application, EIAR and NIS may be inspected free of charge, or purchased on payment of the specified fee (which fee shall not
exceed the reasonable cost of making such copy) during public opening hours, for a period of seven weeks commencing on Monday 3
December 2018 at the following locations:

e The Offices of An Bord Pleanala, 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1, D01V902,
e The Offices of Offaly County Council, Aras an Chontae, Charleville Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly, R35 F893; and
o The Offices of Offaly County Council — Edenderry Municipal District Offices, Edenderry Town Hall, Edenderry, Co. Offaly, R45 K766.

The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of
Housing, Planning and Local Government’s EIA Portal located at:

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb206e7e5f84b71f1

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanala (‘the Board’) 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1, D01V902, during the above-
mentioned period of seven weeks, relating to:

i.  the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,
ii. the likely effects on the environment; and
ii. the likely effects on a European site,

if the proposed development is carried out.


http://www.westoffalypower.ie/

Any submissions / observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed bodies) and must be received by the Board
not later than 5.30p.m. on Friday 1%t February 2019. Such submissions must also include the following information:

i. the name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting on his or her behalf, if any, and the address
to which any correspondence relating to the application should be sent,
ii. the subject matter of the submission or observation, and
iii. the reasons, considerations and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in full.

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be considered by the Board. It is at the absolute
discretion of the Board whether to hold an oral hearing on the case.

The Board may in respect of an application for permission decide to —

(a) (i) approve the proposed development, or

(i) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its approval and approve the proposed development as so
modified, or

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without specified modifications of the foregoing kind),
and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions,
(b) refuse to approve the proposed development.

A person may question the validity of any such decision of the Board by way of an application for judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rule of
the Superior Courts (S.l. No. 15 of 1986, as amended), in accordance with Section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended.

Practical information on the review mechanism can be accessed on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie under the heading ‘Information on
Cases / Weekly Lists’ — see ‘Judicial Review of Planning Decisions’ notice, or on the Citizens Information Service website
www.citizensinformation.ie.

Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Strategic Infrastructure Section of An Bord Pleanala (Telephone: 01
8588100).

Koo Orute.

Helen O’Keeffe, Senior Planner, ESB International, One Dublin Airport Central, Dublin Airport, Cloghran, Co. Dublin, K67 XF72

Signed:

(Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB)

Date: 23@ November 2018


http://www.citizensinformation.ie/

